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Introductory Remarks (1)

1 1 wish to first convey my o f f | deepdésts sympathies to you
Honourable Members in respect of the recent passing of your
colleague, Hon. Jaqueline Mofokeng, who was laid to rest In
Gauteng late last month.

1 | believe | speak for the entire Public Protector South Africa
(PPSA) when | say that, based on our previous interactions, the
late Hon. Mofokeng was a model parliamentarian, who took her
work of holding watchdog institutions such as the PPSA to
account very seriously, and that is how we will remember her.



Introductory Remarks (2)

1 The document we are presenting here was finalised and tabled
during the two and a half months | was on leave. As you may
have noticed, it was signed off by the Deputy Public Protector,
Adv. Kholeka Gcaleka whilst acting as Public Protector.

1 This and a lot of our work as an institution was concluded under
her stewardship. | highlight this point because it demystifies the
wrong notion that the PPSA is a one-woman-show or a fiefdom.
We work as a team in all aspects of our work, including
Investigations and the writing of the resultant reports.

1 | would therefore like to thank Adv. Gcaleka for holding the fort
with distinction and ensuring that the wheels keep turning in my
absence. In the same breath, a word of gratitude must go to
staff, who walked that journey alongside by Adv. Gcaleka. The
commitment is really appreciated.



Introductory Remarks (3)

1 | would also like to take this opportunity to introduce to you,
Honourable Members, our new Chief Executive Officer (CEO),
Ms. Thandi Sibanyoni, who joined this institution at the
beginning of March 2021.

1 Ms Sibanyoni brings a wealth of public service experience,
which extends over a period of 30 years, 20 of which were In
senior management. She is a seasoned bureaucrat who, for the
past 14 years, served at the South African Social Security
Agency (SASSA) as a Deputy Director-General responsible for
various portfolios including fraud investigations, internal audit,
corporate services as well as serving as Provincial Manager of
SASSA in the Northern Cape.

1 We thank the former Acting CEO, Ms. Yalekile Lusibane, who
has since returned to her position of Chief Financial Officer.



Introductory Remarks (4)

The Public Protector is an independent Constitutional institution whose
mandate, derived from Section 182 of the Constitution read with Section
181, is to support and strengthen constitutional democracy by investigating and

redressing maladministration or improper conduct in state affairs. Section 182

of the Constitution states that:

3 /KH 3IXEOLF S3URWHFWRU KDV WKH SRZHU D

a) to investigate any conduct in state affairs, or in the public
administration in any sphere of government, that is alleged or
suspected to be improper or to result in any impropriety or prejudice;

b) to report on that conduct; and
c) to take appropriate remedial action.



